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PAULINE HANSON’S ONE NATION PARTY — McGOWAN GOVERNMENT 
HEALTH — ABORTION — TRISOMY 21 

Statement 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [6.50 pm]: It was not my intention to speak this evening. I thought 
we would move on speedily and in a fairly harmonious fashion and we would adjourn the proceedings for this 
Wednesday afternoon. However, I feel compelled to say something. It was absolutely breathtaking to sit on this 
side of the chamber and hear the Leader of the House deliver the statement that she did. At one level, I understand 
that the Leader of the House is obviously frustrated with the leader of the One Nation Party and they have some 
dispute that they need to sort out. That has absolutely nothing to do with me. However, what I find unbelievable 
is the statement made by the Leader of the House expressing outrage. She said that factually incorrect statements 
have been made to the house and they need to be corrected. It is absolutely breathtaking to hear that from the 
government at this time. 

The reason I have not intended to say anything is that yesterday, 11 September, I received from the Minister for 
Health an answer to question on notice 111 asked on 15 August 2017. When I received that answer yesterday, 
I knew it was wrong, but I thought I would leave it for another time. There is no point in firing up every time the 
government says something false in this place, because we would never stop. Madam President, at the rate this 
government is going, there would be an unlimited number of referrals on a matter of privilege. However, I will 
raise this matter, because the Leader of the House is present and is clearly outraged when the house is told 
something that is factually incorrect. So I hope the Leader of the House will be very interested in this case. 
Yesterday, the Minister for Health gave me an answer via the parliamentary secretary. I hasten to add that I feel 
sorry for the parliamentary secretary in this instance, because it is a question on notice. I anticipate that if the 
system now is anything like the system that was in place when I was a parliamentary secretary, parliamentary 
secretaries do not get to see the answer that is provided to a question on notice. It is different for answers that are 
provided for question time. I would not be surprised if the parliamentary secretary were to tell me that she has not 
seen this answer. The answer has clearly been signed by the minister. 

The question was — 

How many abortions were approved at 20 weeks gestation or later with the justification for the abortion 
given as “Trisomy 21”— 

in other words, Down syndrome — 

between 1 July 1999 and 31 December 2016? 

That is a straightforward question. The answer that I was provided with was as follows — 

I am advised that: 

A Panel appointed by the Minister for Health considers applications for induced abortions at 20 weeks 
gestation or more. 

That is true. The answer continues — 

Due to changes in documentation processes implemented in 2014, information is only available for cases 
in 2015 and 2016. 

That is false. It is wrong. According to the standard that has been provided by the Leader of the House today, we 
should be outraged, and an immediate correction should be provided. I am joining the Leader of the House this 
evening. I am outraged, and I require an explanation. I think the words that were used are, “I challenge members 
to stand in their seats and correct the record.” I am not going to do that this evening, because this would be the 
first time that the parliamentary secretary would know about this. 

The answer goes on to state — 

The Panel did not approve any post 20 week abortions for Trisomy 21 for the calendar years of 2015 and 
2016. 

That might be right. I do not know whether that is right, because the government keeps hiding its secret report that 
it refuses to table in this house. I hasten to add that this secret report was also a problem when we were in 
government. Therefore, I will not criticise the current government too heavily just yet; I will give it some more 
time to lift the standard that was not applied under the previous government on this issue. The point is that if people 
are going to be outraged about factually incorrect statements made to the house at this moment in time, the house 
has been told that due to changes in documentation processes implemented in 2014, information is only available 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Wednesday, 13 September 2017] 

 p3913c-3915a 
Hon Nick Goiran 

 [2] 

for cases in 2015 and 2016. That is utter rubbish. How do I know this, Madam President? I have seen it myself, 
with my own eyes. 
Hon Alanna Clohesy: Where have you seen it? Where is the report? 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: I could even provide the actual dates in question. But it is not my responsibility to do that 
as shadow Minister for Child Protection. It is the responsibility of the government to provide the information that 
is available to it.  

Hon Sue Ellery: Have you seen the report? Does it have a name? 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: Yes, there were documentation changes in 2014. That is right. There is no problem with 
that. The government does have the information. As I have said, somebody in the Department of Health has the 
information. I am not going to blame the parliamentary secretary. I am not even going to blame the Minister for 
Health at this point. The Minister for Health, probably like the Premier, is a very busy guy. He has a massive 
portfolio and is dealing with all kinds of things. He gets another annoying question from me, he sends it off for an 
answer, they throw this in front of his nose, and he says that sounds about right and signs it off. That is not 
unreasonable for a very busy minister. The minister has to rely on the advice he is given. As far as I am concerned, 
whoever keeps delivering this nonsense to this house is the person who is responsible. Ultimately, the person who 
is responsible to the house is, unfortunately, the parliamentary secretary. Obviously, the Minister for Health should 
show some accountability. 
Hon Sue Ellery: Honourable member, can you just advise me? I know you have asked a series of questions. Is 
there a particular author? 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: No. 

Hon Sue Ellery: So, it is data collected? 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: Yes. 

Hon Sue Ellery: And put into one document? 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: The document I have seen is one document. It may be in other forms. The point, 
Leader of the House, is that somebody in the Department of Health knows full well that this information is 
available, because I have seen it. They know it, and they do not want to provide it. I have a fairly good idea why 
they do not want to provide it, but that is a story for another day. 

Hon Sue Ellery: Do you know whether the document you saw was a legitimate health department document? 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: It was provided to me, courtesy of the then acting director general, by the Minister for 
Health, unless those individuals were just manufacturing documents, which I cannot imagine would be the case. 
I think we can both charitably agree that that is highly unlikely; in fact, I am prepared to rule that out. Yes, the 
answer is that the information came about from the Department of Health. It came about from the Department of 
Health during the term of the last government, because the department was fed up with the questions I was asking, 
so it decided to finally provide the information. So, it does exist. I know it exists. I have seen it for myself. I want 
the record corrected. 

In the spirit of making sure records are corrected and the house is not misled and all the rest of it, I would ask the 
government to take that on board. I look forward to a timely correction. I will go so far as to say that in my view, 
“timely” will mean when we return. I note that this house will sit tomorrow, and there is then a period of some 
three weeks during which the house will not sit. I would have thought that would provide ample opportunity for 
question on notice 111 asked on 15 August 2017 and answered on 12 September 2017 to be corrected. 

House adjourned at 6.58 pm 
_________ 
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